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Swan Reserve Waterwise Garden - An Annex to The Warrnambool Botanic Gardens 

Our committee met last week to review the 

first draft of what will be our new brochure.   

It is looking great and will be even better with 

the changes we have suggested. An important 

focus will be the Annex connection of our 

garden with the Warrnambool Botanic      

Gardens. Look forward to seeing it in the 

coming months.  

Welcome to the first Friends of Swan       

Reserve Newsletter for 2019, I hope every-

body has had a great Christmas and New 

Year period and that the coming year will 

treat you well. While our garden is very dry 

at the moment, it is surviving it well with 

lots of plants in flower.  

Our Wollemi Pine (Wollemia nobilis) continues to do well with new 

growth growing from lower down the trunk. It has been flowering        

recently as well, with both male and female ‘flowers’ appearing on it. The 

female cones are pollinated by the wind blowing pollen onto them from 

the male ‘flower’. In time, the cones will open up and release the seed 

which can be germinated and grown. The female cone is on the left, male 

flower on the right. 

The Wollemi Pine is one of the world's oldest and rarest plants dating 

back to the time of the dinosaurs. With less than 100 adult trees known to 

exist in the wild, the Wollemi Pine is now the focus of extensive research 

to safeguard its survival. Growing one in your garden helps to conserve 

this ancient species. 

Our Kunzea pomifera -Muntries 

berries (photo left) are slowly 

starting to ripen. This plant was 

an important food source for   

local aboriginal people and it 

also can be made into great jam. 

Plants occur naturally along the 

south west coast around Nelson 

and into SA. Flower is pretty  

impressive too, so think about 

growing some bush tucker in 

your garden. 

We wish to acknowledge the Maar people as the traditional owners of the land on which we live and pay our respects to their elders past and present. 

Other plants in flower/fruit 

are, L to R:  Melaleuca 

huegelii, Lambertia 

uniflora and Rubus       

parvifolius- Native     

Raspberry all ready for 

picking and eating. 


